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Is it him and i or him and me
/en/grammar/runon-sentences/content/ What is a pronoun? A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun in a sentence. You may already know that a noun is a person, place, thing, or idea. A pronoun is a word you can substitute for one of these things. For example, in this sentence, the pronoun she replaces Miranda. However, you can't just use the
pronoun she every time you're talking about Miranda. Take a look at this example: That might sound wrong to you—it is. In the first sentence, Miranda is the one doing the action (bragging). This means she's the subject of the sentence. And she is a pronoun that can replace subjects. In the second sentence, though, Sam is doing an action to Miranda
(stealing). This makes her the object of the sentence. The word she can't replace the object of a sentence. That's why it sounds wrong in this example. Most of the time, you'll know if a pronoun sounds right or wrong. For example, you can probably tell that this sentence is correct: If you aren't sure which pronoun is right, here's a chart that tells you
which pronouns can replace subjects and which can replace objects. In our last example, her is the right pronoun to replace Miranda because she's female and the object of the sentence. Notice that you and it can replace subjects or objects, so sentences like You should buy it and It looks nice on you are both correct. It's important to use the right
type of pronoun when you speak or write. For example, you wouldn't say Him needs to buy broccoli, or Sam wrote a letter to she. If you do, people might be confused about who is doing what in your sentence. Picking your pronouns It's not always so easy to tell which pronoun to use. For example, people are often not sure if they should say Sam and
me stole money or Sam and I stole money. Here's a way to make sure you're using the right pronoun in these situations. If you have a pronoun and a noun together, try reading the sentence with just the pronoun. If the sentence sounds funny, you'll know you need to change the pronoun. What about a sentence like this? This sentence has two
pronouns, so we'll need to check both of them. First, we'll try the sentence with just the pronoun him. Sierra made fun of him sounds right, so the pronoun him is correct. Now we'll check to see if I is correct. Sierra made fun of I sounds wrong, so we have to replace I with me. Now we know that this sentence is correct: One of the sentences in this
picture has a correct pronoun, and one has an incorrect pronoun. Use the trick you just learned to decide which pronoun is correct. Then click the dots above the pronouns to see if you're right! Since you wouldn't say Me go back, this is the wrong pronoun for this sentence. The magician should change his pronoun to I. Since you could say I stopped
hanging out, this pronoun is the right one for this sentence. /en/grammar/semicolons/content/ Our society is becoming increasingly visual. Not long ago, we relied on email and texting to communicate rapidly with others. Today we have even more social media tools like Instagram, Snapchat, Pinterest, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter and Periscope,
among others and we rely on short and incomplete sentences to convey our thoughts. One of the downsides an emphasis on visual communication, though, is sloppy grammar. That can lead to some embarrassing moments when conducting business. In most business situations, the written word remains the preferred form of communication and
permanence sometimes missing in visuals. When mistakes in grammar, usage and spelling occur, they convey carelessness and a lack of professionalism. Does anyone pay attention to grammar today? Yes. This is especially true with your well-educated clients. Here are a few examples of common mistakes: Incorrect: My partner and me can meet
with you next Thursday. Correct: My partner and I can meet with you next Thursday. Incorrect: Me and my partner can meet with you next Thursday. Correct: My partner and I can meet with you next Thursday. Incorrect: I know the perfect lighting designer for your project. Him and his team have won many awards for their work. Correct: I know the
perfect lighting designer for your project. He and his team have won many awards for their work. Incorrect: Him/her and me are meeting next week. Correct: He/she and I are meeting next week. Incorrect: Him/her and I are hungry. Correct: He/she and I are hungry Incorrect: They gave the books to him/her and myself. Correct: They gave the books
to person’s name and me. In each instance where you would expect to find – pardon my grammar – the subjective pronoun (I, he, she, they) you encounter the objective pronoun (me, him, her, them) instead. To put it another way, you expect to find the horse (the person who is performing the action) but instead find the cart (the person who is being
acted upon). You can’t rely on word processing software to correct these mistakes. Mine did not prompt me to revise the incorrect examples. Using correct grammar may seem trivial, but it is a reflection of your education and sophistication. Poor grammar creates a bad impression. Always take the time to proofread a written document before
sending it, and if grammar isn’t your strong suit, then have someone else review your documents before sending them. Take care to correct your verbal grammar as well. I’ve already written some general information about pronouns, but I think that it might be more helpful if I tackle them individually. Here, I’ll talk about the personal pronouns him
and I versus him and me. Let’s get a couple of things straight. First, in choosing which personal pronouns to use, we have two groups: nominative and objective. Nominative personal pronouns are used as subjects, and objective personal pronouns are used as objects. Second, the nominative pronouns are I, he, she, we, and they; the objective pronouns
are me, him, her, us, and them. You (singular), you (plural), and it are both nominative and objective and can be used in either case. Now, when choosing personal pronoun pairs—in this case, him and I or him and me—–the next thing to keep in mind is that both pronouns must be of the same type; that is, either both must be nominative or both must
be objective. Therefore, you can never use him and I together as either a compound subject or object because him is objective and I is nominative. It must be either him and me or he and I. The next step is to find out how you determine whether you need either him and me or he and I in any particular sentence. Well, you can either read what I’ve
already written on the subject (Fun with Pronouns), or you can just keep right on reading here. Find the verb in the sentence. If the verb already has a subject, then you can’t use nominatives, and you’ll find that what you’re looking for are objectives. If the verb does not have a subject, then what you’re looking for are nominatives. Ex: Him and me/He
and I cheated on the test. The verb is cheated. Ask yourself who or what cheated; that’s the subject. Since that’s what we’re trying to determine in this sentence, you’re looking for a subject in this case, and you know that nominatives are subjects, and you also know that he and I are nominative pronouns, so the correct sentence is He and I cheated on
the test. Ex: The teacher was justified in giving detention to he and I/him and me. The verb is was justified. Ask yourself who or what was justified; that’s the subject. In this sentence, it was the teacher who was justified, so we already have the subject, so we can’t use nominatives. We must, then, be in need of objectives here, and if we examine the
sentence further, we see that we do, indeed, need an object of the preposition to (the teacher was justified in giving detention to whom or to what?). We know that him and me are objective pronouns, so the correct sentence is The teacher was justified in giving detention to him and me. For more common grammar errors, refer to Sherry’s Grammar
List. Sherry Paul’s books: This entry was posted in grammar, language, writing and tagged English, grammar error, him and I, him and me, language, nominative pronouns, objective pronouns, personal pronouns, writing. Bookmark the permalink. On March 5, Jazmine Hughes wrote in a New York Times blog, “Recently, at an IRL party — that is, a
party that takes place ‘in real life,’ as opposed to where I generally live, which is on the Internet — a guest asked a friend and I how we met.” The sentence includes a common error I have been seeing and hearing more and more often lately. The error is using the subject pronoun “I” when the object pronoun “me” should be used. Even President
Obama can be heard using “I” for the object of a sentence. At his first press conference, on November 7, 2008, he spoke about being invited to tour the White House. “Well, President Bush graciously invited Michelle and I to -- to meet with him and First Lady Laura Bush.” The rule for object pronouns English has eight subject pronouns: I, you, he,
she, it, we, you and they. Subject pronouns show the actor in a sentence. For example, in the sentence “I speak English,” “I” is the actor. English also has eight object pronouns: me, you, him, her, it, us, you and them. We use an object pronoun to show the receiver of the action in a sentence, as in “She gave the book to me.” In that sentence, “me” is
the receiver. People often confuse subject pronouns and object pronouns in sentences with two receivers. Take the sentence “President Obama gave an award to my brother and me.” We can easily see the need for an object pronoun because of the preposition “to.” But some sentences do not have prepositions, as in “Obama asked my brother and me
some questions.” The sentence still needs the object pronoun “me.” However, some people might want to say “Obama asked my brother and I some questions.” You know that sentence has a grammar error because “I” is not an object pronoun. Why people say “I” instead of “me” I think the confusion about “I” and “me” comes from instruction we get
as children: to be polite. When we mention ourselves and another person in a sentence, we are told to put the other person first. For example, we might be reminded to say, “My brother and I went to the White House.” Saying “I and my brother went to the White House” is grammatically correct but would sound impolite, or rude. So, English speakers
who are faced with two people in the object position in a sentence often grab for the phrase “someone and I.” They do not notice the phrase is grammatically incorrect. It just sounds more polite. Another theory about the “I” or “me” error comes from a 2009 New York Times article “The I’s Have It.” Writers Patricia T. O’Conner and Stewart Kellerman
guess that people correct children who use “me” instead of “I” so much, the children grow up using “I” even when it is wrong. They explain the term for this linguistic phenomenon is “hypercorrection.” Back to Ms. Hughes, her party and the New York Times blog. Her sentence should be re-written as “…a guest asked a friend and me how we met.”
Shortly after I called the error to the newspaper's attention, the sentence was corrected in this way. A simple way to check for the correct pronoun in a case like this is mentally to eliminate the second person. Try saying in your head “A guest asked me how we met,” or, “A guest asked a friend how we met.” That simple check makes choosing the
correct pronoun easier. Now you will always know the right pronoun to use – take it from me! I’m Jill Robbins. Dr. Jill Robbins wrote this story for VOA Learning English. Kelly Jean Kelly was the editor. _____________________________________________________________ Words in This Story error - n. something that is not correct; a wrong action or statement;
mistake instruction - n. the action or process of teaching : the act of instructing someone phenomenon - n. something (such as an interesting fact or event) that can be observed and studied and that typically is unusual or difficult to understand or explain fully hypercorrection – n. the mistaken use of a word form or pronunciation based on a false
analogy with a correct or prestigious form Now it’s your turn. In the comments section, tell us about your own grammar gripes. What do people say in your language that bothers you?  I still have my mother’s voice in my head from when I was little:
"It’s not ‘Me and Sally are going to the shops’, it's ‘Sally and I’."Whether we learn English as we are
growing up, or learn it later in life, we learn the rules from the people around us. We are taught that it is rude to put yourself before someone else, and that you should say I.Me and I are two words that are often confused. It may be because of that voice in our heads from when we are young that we try not to sound rude or wrong, and then we overcompensate. II (and we, he, she, you and they) are pronouns. They are used to represent a person instead of using their name. These pronouns are classed as subject pronouns as they do the action of the sentence.
✔ I went to the movies.
✔ She went to the moviesWe use I when it is the subject of the sentence – the person doing
the action.If there are two or more people doing the action, we say
✔ Sally and I went to the movies.
X Sally and me went to the moviesMeMe (and us, him, her, you, and them) are also pronouns but they substitute for the object of the verb. They are classed as object pronouns as they are the object or receiver of the action.
✔ Sally spoke to meMe is the receiver of the talking so we use me.When there is more than one person receiving the action, we still use me
✔ Sally spoke to Jane and meMany people feel this sounds wrong - maybe because of that voice from their childhood.To check if you have it right, take out the extra person (in this case Jane) and see if it
sounds right.
X Sally spoke to I
✔ Sally spoke to me MyselfThe other day I heard a sentence on TV along the lines of
X Sally and myself went to the moviesor sometimes you hear
X She gave it to Sally and myselfThis is often done as people are over correcting their grammar. Perhaps they think it sounds posher or
more correct.Myself is a reflexive pronoun. It is used when the subject and object (the doer and the receiver) of a sentence refers to the same person.
✔ He cut himselfYou wouldn’t say
X Myself went to the moviesso we wouldn’t say
X Jane and myself went to the movies. Myself can also be an intensive pronoun. It is used
for emphasis.
✔ I made it myselfIn this sentence, I is a subject pronoun, it is an object pronoun and myself is a reflexive pronoun.
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